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The Testimonial to Mr. Wesley . 

I have received from Professor Turner the subjoined letter 
which I think it well should be published in the Monthly Notices , 
as it is self-explanatory, and will, I am certain, be read with 
interest by the Fellows. The response to the movement so 
thoughtfully inaugurated by our past President has been most 
gratifying, and affords ample testimony of the high esteem and 
regard in which Mr. Wesley is held by those with whom he has 
been so long and so honourably associated. 

I also subjoin a letter addressed to me by Mr. Wesley, which 
I have great pleasure in publishing. 

I feel sure also that I shall be acting in full accordance with 
the wishes of all subscribers to the testimonial if I tender to 
Professor Turner hearty congratulations at the success which has 
attended his action, and thanks for the great personal trouble 
which he has taken in carrying the matter through. 

W. H. Maw. 


Professor Turner's letter is as follows : 

To the President of the Royal Astronomical Society. 

University Observatory, Oxford. 

Dear Mr. President, —You will remember that at the 
beginning of the year I invited a friendly recognition of the 
thirty years' service which our Assistant Secretary, Mr. W. H. 
Wesley, had just completed. The suggestion was cordially re¬ 
sponded to, and I handed to him at the annual meeting a cheque 
for £140 on account; but the list was kept open for the benefit 
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858 Testimonial to Mr. Wesley. lxv. 9, 

of any Fellows who might through oversight have not yet availed 
themselves of the opportunity of joining. 

As I am now starting for Egypt to observe the Eclipse, it 
seems better to close the list definitely. I beg to hand to you an 
account of the sums subscribed, from which you will see that the 
total amount received from the 168 subscribers was £155 9 s. yd. 
The expenses of postage, printing, &c., amounted to £3 14 s. 7 d . 9 
leaving a balance of £151 155., so that I am sending Mr. Wesley 
to-day a further cheque for £11 155. 

It has been suggested that a list of the subscribers (?iames only 
and not amounts) should be handed to Mr. Wesley, but that beyond 
this it is not desirable to publish any details. I have accordingly 
handed to Mr. Wesley such a list of names together with portions 
from many cordial letters received—taking particular care to cut 
out from the letters any suggestion as to the actual amount sub¬ 
scribed. But should you consider it advisable to publish any 
details, I have placed the material in your hands. 

I may add that Mr. and Mrs. Wesley have loyally attended 
to the suggestion in the circular as regards a holiday. They have 
been for three weeks in Switzerland and thoroughly enjoyed it— 
indeed, Mr. Wesley is good enough to call it “the finest holiday 
of their lives.” I feel sure their many friends will be glad to 
hear this. 

Believe me, dear Mr. President, 

Yours very truly, 

1905 July 26. H. H. Turner. 

Burlington House, London, W. 

Dear Mr. Maw, —I should be very glad if I may be allowed 
the opportunity of thanking the Fellows of the Royal Astro¬ 
nomical Society for the Testimonial to which they have so freely 
subscribed. 

Mrs. Wesley and I are especially gratified at the generous 
and appreciative words contained in the extracts from letters 
which accompanied the subscriptions. I shall always treasure 
these extracts as a testimony of the good will and kindly feeling 
of those with whom my official position has brought me in 
contact. 

I should like also again to thank Professor Turner for all his 
trouble and thoughtfulness. 

Yours very sincerely, 

W. H. Wesley. 

1905 August 14. 
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■Sup. 1905. Mr, Cooke, The Next International Scheme. 859 


Latitude Stations in the Southern Hemisphere. 

{Communicated by the Secretaries.) 

In a circular issued by the Central International Geodetic 
Bureau of date 1905 September, Dr. Albrecht reports progress 
in the matter of the establishment of latitude stations in the 
southern hemisphere (cf. Monthly Notices , lxiii. pp. 294, 394). 
The Central Bureau have now arranged for the actual commence¬ 
ment of southern latitude work in 1906 January at two stations 
on the parallel —31 0 55' : one of these is at Bayswater, in West 
Australia, in longitude —115 0 54'*5, and the other at Oncativo, 
in Argentina, in longitude 63° 42'. Dr. Curt Hessen and Dr. 
Luigi Camera have respectively been appointed to the charge of 
the work. 


The Next International Scheme. A Suggestion. 

By W, Ernest Cooke. 

The great photographic Durchmusterung is approaching com¬ 
pletion. At a number of observatories this special work will 
soon be finished, and the officers in charge will be looking for the 
most useful direction towards which they may turn their 
•energies. Now is the time, therefore, to consider the advis¬ 
ability of continuing the practice of international co-operation, 
and to discuss suggestions for the next concerted action. 

I wish to put forward a plea for united effort in meridian 
work. Our present haphazard method leads to disappointing 
results, altogether disproportionate to the skill and labour 
•expended. If the millions of observations that have been 
taken in the past had been properly co-ordinated we ought to be 
able to obtain good star positions in abundance in any portion 
of the sky. This is certainly not the case at present. It is a 
matter of every-day occurrence that an astronomer desires a 
number of reference points in some particular field, and as a 
general rule is obliged to use approximate positions first, and re¬ 
observe his reference stars with the transit circle at the next 
convenient opportunity. If he attempt to obtain the positions 
from existing catalogues he will probably find that most of his 
star positions have been determined once somewhere or other, 
but he will be very fortunate if he obtains sufficiently accurate 
information to bring the positions up to date. It is, moreover, 
disappointing to the transit observer to feel that he is putting 
an immense amount of work into a catalogue the greater part of 
which will never be used. 

I believe both these difficulties will be overcome by the 
following plan : 

Let three catalogues be prepared as soon as possible, and 
astronomers be requested to confine their meridian or other 
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